Guide to pronunciation
PRIVATE
Romanian sound
English sound
Phonetic symbol
Vowels



a
similar to the first element of the English diphthong in words like cow, sight
a
ã
very similar to the English vowel occurring at the end of words, e.g. mother, sister
é
e
similar to the English vowel sound which occurrs in words like then, pen
e
i
about the same as the sound in such English words like sea, feet
i
short i
final i in unstressed positions
i
î
does not occurr in English. It resembles the vowel sound represented by o in words like kingdom, lesson if somewhat lengthened and stressed
î
o
comes closest to the o sound in words like sort, port
o
u
similar to the English oo in book and good, tough longer than the former and shorter than the later
u
Diphthongs



ai
similar to the English diphthong occurring in lime, fine
ai
ei
similar to the English diphthong occurring in bay, prey, ray
ei
oi
similar to the English diphthong occurring in choice, boy
oi
au
similar to the English diphthong occurring in how
au
au
similar to the English diphthong occurring in go, no, so
éu
iu
similar to the English diphthong occurring in you, yew
ju
ia
similar to the English diphthong occurring in yard
ja
Semi-Vowels



i
in initial position in diphthongs and triphthongs and in ea when the diphthong is initial. This sound is similar to the English y in year
j
u
in initial position in diphthongs and triphthongs, also in oa when the diphthong is initial. This sound resembles to the English w in what
w
Consonants



p
similar to the English p in words like space, spare, with no aspiration
p
b
similar to the English b in words like bell, bend
b
t
similar to the English t in words like stare, store; it has no aspiration and it is a dental sound
t
d
similar to the English d in words like address, (no aspiration, it is a dental sound)
d
c
similar to the English sound represented by c, k, q in words like school, scant, skin, square
k
g
similar to the English sound in words like girl, gone
g
che, chi
similar to the English sound in words like scale, skill. A palatalized sound followed by a very short i which is part of it
ke, ki
ghe, ghi
similar to the English sound in words like guest, get, give. It is a palatalized sound followed by a very short i
ge, gi
t
similar to the English final cluster in its, bits. The Romanian sound can stand at the beginning or in the middle of a word
ts
ce, ci
similar to the English final cluster in such English words like beach, thatch and initial cluster in check, cheek.
t§e, t§i
ge, gi
similar to the English d3-sound in gender, Jane, genius, gin
d3e, d3i
f
similar to the English f in fall, fade
f
v
similar to the English v in vow, voice
v
s
similar to the English s in sea, sun
s
s
similar to the English sound sh in cash, ship
sh
j
similar to the English 3 in measure, leisure
3
h
similar to the English h in behind, hand
h
m
similar to the English m in match, mother
m
n
similar to the English n in nail, navy (but it is an alveolar not a dental sound)
n
l
similar to the English l in love, alone
l
r
rolled consonant similar to the r used in Scotland and Northern Ireland in words like farm, churn, Burns
r
x
similar to the English final sound in box, excellent
ks
z
similar to the English z in zero, zoo
z
Note: The vowels in stressed syllables appear in underlined letters
Useful words and sentences
PRIVATE
English
Romanian
Pronunciation
Hi
Salut
salut
Good morning!
Buna dimineata!
buné dimineatsa!
Good afternoon!
Buna ziua!
buné ziwa!
Good evening!
Buna seara!
buné seara!
Good night!
Noapte buna!
nwapte buné!
Good bye
La revedere
la revedere
Thank you
Va multumesc
vé multsumesk
Not at all / Don't mention it
N-aveti pentru ce
navetsi pentru t§e
I am ... / My name is ...
Ma numesc ...
mé numesk ...
What?
Ce?
t§e?
Who?
Cine?
t§ine?
Which?
Care?
kare?
Where?
Unde?
unde?
When?
Când?
kînd?
Why?
De ce?
de t§e?
How?
Cum?
kum?
How much?
Cât?
kît?
How many?
Câti?
kîtsi?
How far?
Cât de departe?
kît de departe?
How long?
Cât timp?
kît timp?
What's that?
Ce este aceea?
t§e jeste at§eja?
What did you say?
Ce ati spus?
t§e atsi spus?
Who can I ask?
Pe cine pot întreba?
pe t§ine pot întreba?
Where is it?
Unde este?
unde jeste?
When are you living?
Când plecati?
kînd plekatsi?
May I come in?
Pot sa intru?
pot sé intru?
Excuse me!
Scuzati-ma!
skuzatsimé!
I don't know
Nu stiu
nu shtiu
I am sorry
Îmi pare rau
îmi pare réu
When does the next train to ... go?  Când pleaca spre ... trenul urmator? kînd pleaké spre ... trenul urmétor?
Does this train go to ...?
Trenul acesta merge la ...?
trenul at§esta merd3e la ...?
When is the next train after that?  Când pleaca trenul urmator?  kînd pleaké trenul urmétor?
What time does the train leave?    La ce ora pleaca trenul?
la t§e oré pleaké trenul?
Any free sits here?
Sunt locuri libere?
sînt lokuri libere?
Will you stop here / there, please?  Vreti sa opriti aici / acolo, va rog?   vretsi sé opritsi ait§i / akolo, vé rog?
January
ianuarie
janwarie
February
februarie
febrwarie
March
martie
martie
April
aprilie
aprilie
May
mai
mai
June
iunie
junie
July
iulie
julie
August
august
august
September
septembrie
septembrie
October
octombrie
oktombrie
November
noiembrie
nojembrie
December
decembrie
det§embrie
Monday
luni
luni
Tuesday
marti
martsi
Wednesday
miercuri
mierkuri
Thursday
joi
3oi
Friday
vineri
vineri
Saturday
sâmbata
sîmbété
Sunday
duminica
duminiké
Winter
iarna
jarné
Spring
primavara
primévaré
Summer
vara
varé
Autumn
toamna
twamné
Rain
ploaie
plwaje
Snow (it's snowing)
ninsoare (ninge)
ninsware (nind3e)
Cold
frig
frig
Warm
cald
kald
Wind
vânt
vînt
Lightening
fulger
fuld3er
Thunder
tunet
tunet
Clear (the sky is clear)
senin (cerul este senin)
senin (t§erul jeste senin)
Ice
gheata
giatsé
Snow
zapada
zépadé
Spring (water)
izvor
izvor
River
râu
rîu
Waterfall
cascada
kascadé
Icefall
cascada de gheata
kascadé de giatsé
Lake
lac
lak
Meadow / Clearing
poiana
pojané
Mountain
munte
mwnte
Peak
vârf
vîrf
Ridge
creasta
kreasté
Edge
muchie
mukje
Slope
panta
panté
Path / Trail
poteca
potecé
Mark
marcaj
marka3 
Sign
semn
semn
Marked stick
stâlp de marcaj
stîlp de marka3 
Ice axe
piolet
pjolet
Crampons
coltari
koltsari
Rope
coarda
koardé
Tent
cort
kort
Camping place
loc de campare
lok de kampare
Chalet
cabana
kabané
Alpine shelter
refugiu alpin
refud3ju alpin
Mountain rescue service
salvamont
salvamont
Mountaineer
montaniard
montanjard
Climber (climb)
catarator (catarare)
cétsérétor (cétsérare)
Tourist
turist
twrist
